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Editor's Page 
This volume of the Basic Communication Course 
Annual marks the end of my second rewarding year as 
editor. I'd like to take a moment to thank each member 
of the Editorial Board for your work in making this 
year's volume something we can all be proud of. It truly 
highlights the quality research being done to continu-
ally improve the basic course. Any journal is only as 
good as its reviewers. Your conscientious work has 
made this issue of the Annual another outstanding one. 
I'd also like to thank the authors for your careful atten-
tion to the reviewer suggestions when revising your 
manuscripts. Doing so makes your essays even more 
helpful to the field. 
Similar to last year, this volume of the Annual is ar-
ranged thematically. You'll notice that the first two es-
says focus on broad considerations about how we envi-
sion the basic course. Nancy Rost Goulden proposes a 
paradigm shift both in terms of how we think about the 
public speaking fundamentals course and how we teach 
it. She supports her argument with contemporary re-
search in the field. Calvin Troup focuses more specifi-
cally on the need to teach public speaking in a very stu-
dent-centered way with the goal of fostering a sense of 
democratic citizenship among students. 
The next two articles focus on the impact of speech 
laboratories on students' learning. More and more 
schools are implementing speech laboratories. Hence, 
iv 
1
Sellnow: Editor's Page
Published by eCommons, 2002
these articles are timely indeed. Stephen Hunt and 
Cheri Simonds examine the efficacy of speech laboratory 
experiences on student grades and student perceptions 
of individual growth. Karen Kangas Dwyer, Robert 
Carlson, and Sally Kahre investigate the relationship 
between a lab-supported public speaking course and 
communication apprehension. Since public speaking 
continues to be the most common "basic" course offered 
in communication departments across the country, the 
degree to which we address communication anxiety re-
mains extremely important. 
The final three manuscripts focus on particular as-
pects of the basic course and how well instructors ad-
dress them. First, Karen Anderson and Karla Kay Jen-
sen examine the speech evaluation process. More spe-
cifically, they focus on the degree to which the evalua-
tion instrument and lor the evaluator's experience influ-
ence the integrity of the process. Laura Janusik and 
Andrew Wolvin investigate the treatment of listening in 
public speaking textbooks, something research suggests 
is instrumental to the course. Finally, Julia Johnson, 
Susan Pliner, and Tom Burkhart offer strategies for 
creating safe learning environments for diverse student 
populations using the Universal Instruction Design. 
They do so by addressing the accommodations they 
made for a student in their course who is dlDeaf. 
Combined, these articles remind us of the complex 
nature of what we call the "basic" course. What is more 
exciting, however, is the way in which they challenge us 
to question why we approach the course as we do. I do 
hope you enjoy the intellectual process of reading these 
manuscripts! 
Deanna D. Sellnow 
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